
This is Madness! 2011 



 In February 2011, we launched the 
second This is Madness! Art Show at 
the Oakham Café. It was made up of 
student artwork created for DST500 - 
A History of Madness.  

 
  The show featured 

artwork by 36 
student artists… 
here are a few of 
those featured: 
 



Artist: Araxi Arslanian 
Title: The Three Phases of (my) Lunacy 

Program: Social Work 
Medium: Three acrylics on canvas 

 Artist Statement: After the Fauvists, I use blue to depict the depths 
of my depression and red to elicit the heat of my mania. The yellow 
canvas is where I live today. There are touches of red and blue but, 
mostly, there is dignity. These are the primary colours of madness. 



Artist: Nadia Ismail 
Title: The Portrait of a Female Schizophrenic: maybe 

the world needs a little art therapy? 
Program: Performance production 

Medium: Mixed media surrealist sculpture 
Artist Statement: Art therapy 
has now become a more 
positive and effective 
treatment of mental illness, 
commonly using surrealist 
expression to communicate.  
For this (surrealist) portrait, 
the artist became the “patient” 
and the “doctor” is the world.  
The hope is that societies at 
large will become more aware 
and have a better 
understanding of 
Schizophrenia and the history 
of treatment.  It is therefore 
art therapy for the world... 



Artist: Atefeh Ayati 
Title: The Crazed Soul 
Program: Sociology 

Medium: Poetry on distressed paper, in box 

 Artist Statement: This is a collection of poetic reflections on the 
material covered in A History of Madness. My hope is that it brings a 
measure of justice to people persecuted because of their madness 



Artist: Manveer Randhawa 
Title: Freak in a box 
Program: Business Management - 
Econ. & Mgt. Sci. 
Medium: Clay figure in a plexiglass 
box 
 
Artist Statement: This person is 
unhappy, not because of his/her 
mental health but because of being 
labelled a “freak”. The freak is in a box, 
not to be fed, not to be loved.  We 
know it and so does the freak.  We put 
the freak in the box and the freak won’t 
break out because the freak knows its 
place. 
  



Artist: Daniella Guida 
Title: CAMH Redevelopment Community Tree Proposal 

Medium: Booklet 
 

 Artist Statement: A proposal for a public art installation to 
symbolize the integration of the new CAMH facility into the 
neighbourhood.  Patients are finally growing out of the institution into 
a welcoming community. 



 
Artist: Clare Critchley 
Title: Stigma 
Program: Image Arts - Photography 
Medium: Photograph 

  
 Artist Statement: This photograph 

symbolizes and aims to embody the 
vast social stigmas that are apparent in 
all cultures and societies. These can 
be stigmas against people with mental 
or physical disabilities, people of 
different sexual orientations (which is 
sometimes seen as a mental disorder), 
people of different ethnicities and 
beliefs, and anything else one can 
imagine. 



Artist: Iuliana Radulescu 
Title: Collective Madness: The G20 

Protests 
Program: Psychology 

Medium: Scrapbook 

Artist Statement: Were the G20 
protests "an extreme case of a 
group of people's collective 
identity gone wild"?  Gupta, D.K. 
(2001) Path to Collective 
Madness:  a study in social order 
and political pathology. 



Artist: Kasheema Miller 
Title: The Release of a Mad Person 
into the Community 
Program: Nursing 
Medium: Acrylic on canvas 
 

Artist Statement: The painting uses 
“hear no evil, see no evil, speak no evil” 
as its starting point. It references the 
stigma that mad people carry. The 
neckband suggests the resistance of 
stigma. 
 



Artist: Samantha Keay 
Title: Untitled 

Program: Image Arts - 
Photography 

Medium: Four digital images 

 

Artist Statement: Each photograph 
represents madness with a 
combination of found images and 
layering. 



Artist: Joanne Yap 
Title: Studying 

Madness - Reading 
between the lines 

Program: Business 
Management 

Medium: Scrapbook 

Artist Statement: This mini journal contains little snippets from a friend 
who was going through a depression.  Her only comfort was her pen.   
My friend let me use a few of her “soft-core” writings for this 
assignment. “I can’t do anymore. This is too hard.” 



Artist: Anne Zbitnew** 
Title: Fresh Start: A photo 

documentary 
Program: Disability Studies 

Medium: Scrapbook 
 

Artist Statement: A photo 
essay about Fresh Start 

Cleaning and Maintenance, a 
business run by people with 

mental health histories. 
 

** This piece was created by a 
student in Mad People’s History 

(CDST504). 
   



Artist: Maayan Ziv 
Title: Spot the Madness 

Medium: Photograph 
Program: Radio & Television 

Arts 
Artist Statement: Ignorance is 

what created stigma.  
Awareness can take down a wall 
or two.  Amongst all the clutter in 
our world, I offer a simple image 
with a simple question:  Which of 

these people is mad?   



Artist: Karla Ng 
Title: Madness Magazine 

Program: Info. Tech. Management 
Medium: Mock Magazine 

 

 Artist Statement: In Madness Magazine, Lady of Madness responds to 
letters about Internet Addiction, Shyness, Compulsive Buying, Apathy, 
and Binge Eating in a spoof of medicine's tendency to turn normal 
behaviour into illness. 



 Artist: Amanda Hickey 
Title: Behind the wall at the Asylum 
for the Insane Toronto 
Program: Disability Studies 
Medium: Collage 
 

 
Artist Statement: For almost 40 years, Matilda, a patient at the Toronto 

Lunatic Asylum, worked every day in the hospital laundry and dining room. 
This image is accompanied by a short story about Matilda's life. 

 



 
Artist Statement: The face is 

rejecting popular treatments for 
depression. It’s pale because 

treatment has erased light and 
individuality. It’s a symbol of top-

down treatment and the lack of 
control felt by the person being 

treated.  The faint colours represent 
Hippocrates’ four humours, the 

foundation of modern medicine. 

 Artist: Ann Ohama 
Title: Untitled 

Program: Nursing 
Medium: Clay and paper maché 3D sculpture 



Artist: Jeanine Middleton 
Title: Wolf and Rabbit 

Program: Occupational and Public Safety 
Medium: Board game 

 
Artist Statement: “The strong get stronger by devouring the weak...the 
rabbits accept their role in the ritual and recognize the wolf as the 
strong...he most certainly doesn’t challenge the wolf to combat.  Now, 
would that be wise, would it?”   - Ken Kesey, One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest (1964) 
 



Artist: Devlyn van Loon 
Title: Untitled 

Program: Fashion Design  
Medium: Textile (dress) and 

conceptual drawing 
 

The dress was modelled by 
Marley Reville Brown at the 

Opening Night Launch Event 
on February 1, 2011. 

 

Artist Statement: Fabrics and textures mimic the layers in “The Yellow 
Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman. A fitted bodice reflects the 
corseted style of the period, raw hems the deterioration of the narrator, 
extended panels the ripping of the wallpaper.  The dress exists in the 
present as do many of the issues in the story. 
 
 
  



This is Madness! 2011 
 

Some of the featured artists at the opening night event 



This is Madness! 2011 

Presented by: Danielle Landry and David Reville, School of Disability Studies 
 

Sponsored by: The Faculty of Community Services, Ryerson Student Union, School of Disability 
Studies, Oakham Café and A-WAY Express Courier, a survivor-run business  



This is Madness! A Retrospective  

As part of Ryerson’s first Social Justice Week, we held a 
retrospective show featuring some of the best artwork from 

This is Madness! 2010 & 2011. 



If you’d like to see examples in 
person… 

Enter the main Disability Studies office on 
the 5th floor of the SHE building (99 Gerrard 
St. E.) and check out the student artwork 
featured on the wall in the computer lab.  
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